
 

  

  

 

How to Read Gallery Provenance Texts 

The provenance for a work of art in the National Gallery's collection is 
listed in chronological order, beginning with the earliest known owner. Life 
dates, if known, are enclosed in brackets. Dealers, auction houses, or agents 
are enclosed in parentheses to distinguish from private owners. 
Relationships between owners and methods of transactions are indicated by 
punctuation: a semicolon is used to indicate that the work passed directly 
between two owners (including dealers, auction houses, or agents), and a 
period is used to separate two owners (including dealers auction houses or 
agents) if a direct transfer did not occur or is not known to have occurred. 
Footnotes are used to document or clarify information. 
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Provenance 

Purchased March 1940 from the artist by (Paul Rosenberg and Co, New 
York);[1] sold November 1951 to Robert von Hirsch [1883-1977], Basel; 
(his estate sale, Sotheby's, London, 26 June 1978, no. 751); purchased by 
(John Baskett, Ltd., London) for Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon, Upperville, 
Virginia; gift 1985 to NGA.  

[1]This painting was confiscated by the ERR in 1941 with others from the 
Rosenberg collection in France (see inventory of Rosenberg-Bernstein 
collection, National Archives RG260/Box 470/file XI, and ERR inventory 
card UNB322, National Archives RG260/Property Division/Box 22, copies 
NGA curatorial files). Documents from the National Archives in 
Washington indicate that the painting was selected by Hermann Goering on 
3 March 1941 from the Jeu de Paume (OSS Consolidated Interrogation 
Report #2, The Goering Collection, 15 September 1945, Attachment 5, 2. 
Nachtrag zur Liste der für die Sammlung des Reichsmarschalls Hermann 
Göring abgegebenen Kunstgegenstände, dated 9 April 1943, no. 6, National 
Archives RG239/Entry 73/Box 78, copy NGA curatorial files). Goering is 
documented as having traded the painting to Gustav Rochlitz, who claimed 
to have sold it to Hans Wendland (OSS Consolidated Interrogation Report 
#1, Activity of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in France, 15 August 1945, V: 
Details of Exchanges, exchange #1, item no. 7, National Archives RG 
239/Entry 74/Boxes 84-84A and OSS Detailed Interrogation Report #4, 
Gustav Rochlitz, 15 August 1945, Einsatzstab Confiscated Paintings Sold 
by Rochlitz, no. 30, National Archives RG239/Entry74/Boxes 85-85A, 
copies NGA curatorial files.). However, according to Wendland, the 
Matisse remained with Rochlitz (OSS Detailed Interrogation Report, Hans 
Wendland, 18 September 1946, pp. 14-16, National Archives RG 239/Entry 
73/Box 82, copy NGA curatorial files). Further documentation at the 
National Archives supports Wendland's claim. The picture is not among 
those known to have been sent by him to Switzerland with others from the 
same sale from Rochlitz (see Douglas Cooper, Report of Mission to 

 

 
Henri Matisse 
French, 1869 - 1954 
Still Life with Sleeping Woman, 1940 
oil on canvas, 82.5 x 100.7 cm (32 1/2 x 39 
5/8 in.)  
Collection of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon 
1985.64.26 
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Switzerland, 10 December 1945, pp. 8-9, National Archives RG 239/Entry 
73/Box 82, copy NGA curatorial files). Moreover, in a letter dated 18 
January 1945, Paul Rosenberg's brother Edmond states that by that time the 
picture was in a private collection in Paris, having been sold by the dealers 
Kohl and Renoux of rue Faubourg St. Honoré, Paris (National Archives, 
RG260/Box 743). Hector Feliciano, in The Lost Museum, New York, 1997, 
p. 121, reports that Matisse himself had seen the picture for sale in Paris in 
1942. The picture was returned to the Rosenbergs (per telephone 
conversation with Rosenberg archives 16 March 2001) who later sold it to 
von Hirsch. 

Associated Names 

ERR  
Goering, Hermann, Reichsmarschall  
Hirsch, Robert von  
Mellon, Paul, Mr.  
Rochlitz, Gustav  
Rosenberg & Co., Paul P.  
Sotheby's  
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